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the historic Middle Marsh and flat Outmarsh
Wolla Bank or Chapel Six Marshes.

L] L rf : -.'
% e e | . INCOLNSHIRE
@, . Listed above is a series of walks in the East Lindsey district of Lincolnshire,
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Lincolnshire

One of England's biggest counties, Lincolnshire offers plenty of space to
Lindsey on the castern side of the County has compiled a series of walks
around some of its delightful towns and rich heritage foryou to enjoy.




Alford Manor House is reputedly the largest thatched manor
house in the country. Built in 16n, itis a very rare example of
a composite structure, featuring a wooden frame encased in
brick. Newly restored, it offers contemporary art and craft,
tearcom and gardens, plus special events throughout the year.

Continue ahead,
J through a metal gate,
tovwalk along a field edge. auming left o follow the
signpested footpath between the Al Rymdle drain
and embankment of the disused raibway, before tuming
right to climb to the embankment top. The il Rymdle
is a tributary of the Wold Grift Drain and was cut, in
the late 15705, by Alford Drainage Board o reduce the

risk of flooding

Facing Alford Manor House, tum left to
walk along West Street, quickly crosing
oover the Wiold Grift Drain. tmmediatety
after the Finmveden works, tum lefe onto
Chauntry Rpad. Follow this road acmoss
the junction and through an area of
housing to tum right, just past a bungalow
named Fewlyn imomber g2, onko the
sgnposted footpath.

When the East Lincolnshire Railway from Grimsby
to Boston was completed in 1848, Alford joined
the national railway network and a journey to
London became passible within three hours.
However, the arrival and development of motor
transport sounded the line's death knell, its [ast

trains nunning on gth October1970.

Turm left along the course of the old railway
line, then quickly right, through a metal gate,
to follow the grassy track between flelds to the
road. There, turm right o carefully walk along
Low lane into ¥Well. Motice thevariety of species
in the roadside hedges asyou go, including
dogwood, quelder rose, etm and hazel.

Carry on past the entrance o Wiell Vale Hall
and parkland. Then, just before Hop Gardens
wood, tum lefe overa stile to follow the
signposted footpath along the woodland edge.
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Wiell Vale Hall lake, tm right to follow the
signposted footpath over two stiles, marvelling at
the old beech trees in between. Continue along
the edge of the wood, walking between fences,
to the signpost adjacent t0 a double field gate
There, tum left to cros straight over the valley
floor, climbing steeply wphill o pass the front of
St Margaret's Church. Pause awhile to enjoy this
peacefisl place, before tuming right to follow the
fenceline, past the graveyard, 0 thenest stile.

@ Immediatcly past the large stock pen above

Built to give the appearance of a Grecian temple when viewed from

Well Vale Hall, St Margaret's Church is thought to have been modelled on
St Paud's Church, Covent Garden, in the spirit of the Palladian. Consecrated
in 1735, the altar has, most unusually, been placed at the western end.

TuomL 60 appreciate panoramic views of the coastline, before canying on along the
rassy track besice Badger HIll wood. Continue downhill, tuming Left to follow the
signposted footpath through a long, namow bele of woodland known as Handkerchief
. Fiece lane, Motice the plants growing beneath the trees. Some, such as woodndf and
;  dog's mercury, suggest that this isvery old woodland. Bear right where the tracks
meet, then quickly left, 0 walk along the field edge towards Fordington Wiood.
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There, tirm left to walk with the
Wiood +oyour right and more
TI'la.SI'L‘IHE‘.CI‘L'I: Mews B0 your left,
with both onshome and aifshore
‘wind turbines visible on a dear
da}r. Continue ahead .nhll.:lrl_" the
hedgeline, tuming first [eft, then
'r'|.3|'|.t 0o d:crp domwmn into the
hamlet of Skendldby Psalter. The
LI:I'IJJSl.l.iI.TLaJ'n.n:D'F"prsah‘{'r' derives
from the Old ETISHSI‘I. words
‘saltere’ and ‘haga, meaning ‘the
salters’ enclosure’. A small
reminder of Lincalnshire's onee

important coastal salt industry.
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Traditional road sign

Cross Paalter Rpad, keeping Psalter Farm on yourright,
tor carefully climb up the road opposite out D‘F'H'I.I.“-'Ell[t}'
Deep l.'.'r}.I \-'.Ll[qls. such as this, were cut Ear meltwaters
during the .'.mtg[actaﬂcm and are a characteristic of the
Linealnshine Wolds' [a.TdSJEPL‘ Ca:l'}' D‘nalm‘tgtﬁ]smai
noticing the large fenced enclosure off o your L=

This was 'RAF Sktn:ilrb}l',aﬁ:‘m‘t:rru.l.d:a:hmk:r.

Starting life as a radar station, "RAF Skendleby’

was developed as a secret subterrancan regional
operational command site. Designed to house 150 key
government and military personnel in the event of a
nudear attack, the bunker was decommissioned at the
end of the Cold War and is now in private ownership.

ALFORD TO SPILSBY
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At the crossmoads, pause o notice the
Rpman straigheness of the Bluestone
Heath Rpad, before crossing it with great
care, For this section of the ancient
ridgeway, now the Alo28 and one of the
main routes £0 Skegness and lincolnshire's
holiday coast, has felt the tread of both
Ancientriton and Roman alike, Continue
downhill towards Skendleby, listening out
for the pheasant’s characteristically lowd
and explosive corrkok call. Away o your
right lie the Glant's Hills long barrows,
Meolithic burial monuments
dating from FHoo-27oo BL

| At the road junction, aom right to continue downhill into Skendleby village.
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Why not pause here awhile to visit the Blacksmiths Arms? One of the moute's
interpretation boards can be found in the pub's ganden. Alermatively, am
right opposite Skendleby Old School and the village noticeboard to follow
the sinposted footpath past a cottage and St Peter and St Paul's Church,
then across a wooden boardwalk and footbridge, to walk along a field edge.

Afer the next double stile and footbridge, fum left to walk through old
pasture. Motice the distinct "humps and bumps' in the grass field g0 your left,
revealing the stee of medieval Skendleby. Then, oossing the seile adjacent 0 a
cloible fleld gate, continue past the small grassy spur, jutting into the feld on
your left, to follow the waymarked path straight over this large fleld towards
the far hedgeline. In Skendleby Park, off to your left, the site of the medieal
Chapel of 5t James was rediscovered by a local farmer in 20073

Passing though the hedge, follow
the simposted footpath across
ancther field to a footbridge and
stile in the top right field comer.
From there, continue diagonally lefe
ower grassland £0 a hedge gap in the
the hedge toyourright, along the
edye of two flelds, before dimbing a
stile inko interesting old grassland.

Dating back to at least the early fourteenth century, St Nicholas® Parish Church
stood at the junction of two major historic roads. A thousand year old cak tree
Matthew Hinders, the first draumnavigator of Australia, standing nearby.

Carefully cros the old Skeqness Road
continue along the gravelled drive between the
Red Licm Inn and Partney House. Keeping the
wall and hedgeline toyour right, follow the
field edge path downhill £o a footbridge,
wooden gate and the re-routed A58 beyond.

Fallow the waymarked path through a remnant
hedgeline, before walking diagonally lef £
pass behind Partney Primary School, with

the tower and unusual ‘ship’ weathenane

of St Micholas' Parish Church visible ahead.

O reaching the far comer of the School's
fence, tum left to emerge, over a stle, down
onto hMaddison lane. There, tum right along the
pavemnent and then quickly et o follow Chapel lane,
a narrow tarmac path leading past the Parish Church.

Cros the road with great care to continue,
through a second gate, beside the drainage
ditch 0 a footbridge acros the Rjver bymmn.
From there, follow the waymarked path to bear
right over the next field, heading towards the
dense stand of trees vsible on. the shyline and
the wooden gate at the next field comer.

Carry on into somevery interesting old qrassiand,

walking diagonally right towards the gate in the

next fenceline. From there, contimue to the

wooden gate in the top right fleld comer. Make
out the comigations of remnant ridge and fumow

ploughland, and other humps and bumps', in the

grassland arcumd you. These are the protected
remains of a deserted medieval setlement.

Contiming straight over a stone
track, walk diagonally right across
thenext field to a footbridge and

stile in the hedgeline. Then, bearing
slightly left, carry on acmss old pasture
to another, From there, cut left across
thenext fleld comer to emerge, overa
stile, beside Ashby Road.
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Continue straight ahead as the path leads inko

Cueen Strect, passing by Cottage on your right
and the Post Office to your left. Carmry on into
Spilsby's east harket Flace, with its historic

Burtteroross, your joumey's end. However, justa

short walk to the wese hMarket Place will reveal an

impressive brome e statue of Sir John Franklin, a son
of Spilshy who became one of the world's mose

respected pioneers of Arctic egploration.

"Ridge and furrow’ is one of the most
Erccape. Crested by carly plongling ricee
and furrow is today revealed in old grassland
separated by deeper furrows. In most cases
it marks the remains of medieval strip fields.

Tum right along the pavement towards Spilshy, the pinnacles

of 5t James' Church tower beautifully framed before you. Then,
opposite the nesct road junction onyour left, carefully cross
Ashby Road 0 briefly walk along Ashby Meadows, auming right
10 follow the signposted footpath wp bankside steps to a stile
between bungalows. There, tum lefe onto the narmow path
between hedge and fence, then right to follow the tarmac path.

Throughout its history Spilsby has provided
a market for surrounding commumities.
Still present is the medieval strect pattern
market place. The fifteenth century
Buttercross was probably the market

and as a platform for itinerant preachers.

Spilsby Buttercross




